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Life Here and Now: Conclusions Derived from an Examination of the Sense of
Duration. By ARTHUR PONSONBY (LORD PONSONBY OF SHULBREDE).
(London: George Allen & Unwin, Ltd. 1936. Pp. 289 . Price 10s. 6d.) This book falls roughly into two parts, the first being a discussion of time and of our sense of duration, with particular reference to the variety and instability of our temporal experience. The material assembled under these heads, and the author's comments thereupon, are highly interesting. Apart from useful practical suggestions on the use and "making" of time, the conclusion reached is, in effect, the somewhat disappointing one that, "Whether it depends on physical, mental, or emotional factors, or on psychological, moral, and spiritual factors the Sense of Duration is perhaps the most important part of our make-up."
The second part digresses among themes of a social and political kind, in which Lord Ponsonby is always stimulating: their derivation, nevertheless, from "an examination of the Sense of Duration," is scanty. There is a long chapter on Immortality, and the question runs through the whole book. Here and elsewhere the author discloses the strange (but not peculiar) assumption that "the more serious and thoughtful sections of the community" are with him. This tone links ill-assorted opinions-those, for example, of Lord Ponsonby and of the Morning Post! As analyst of time we might have expected Lord Ponsonby to be critical of Lord Ponsonby as reformer. This is not the case. He recurs to the misleading analogy of "clearing the ground" of "outworn creeds," otiose institutions, and the like. But what "clearing of the ground," one can only ask, short of the impending race-suicide, is possible for actual, time-conditioned man ?
Notwithstanding its dual nature, this is a readable and interesting book. It is offered as an alternative to the author's reminiscences, which, otherwise, he might have written. In view of Lord Ponsonby's unrivalled opportunities and exceptional gifts in the reminiscent art, may we not hope that he will now, after all, write those reminiscences ? University of Oklahoma Press. 1936. Pp. xii + 236. Price $3.00.) This is a book of very considerable significance. Its author, now a member of the University of Oklahoma, is a philosopher of manifest power and penetration, and a writer of force and pungency. The style, staccato and epigrammatic, is of one substance with the argument. This is a far-ranging offensive defence of a philosophical idealism in the direct Hegelian line-Hegelian notwithstanding the author's denunciation of "absolute" idealism. As such it is quite the most persuasive, and in parts the most convincing, essay I have read. The theme is developed in a spirited, even an original, fashion, and it
